
The Friend Of Publications
And Sinners

By Pas tor Lars Stalsbroten 

“Then drew near unto Him all the publicans
and sinners for to hear Him.  And the

Pharisees and scribes murmured saying, This
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”  

Luke 15:1-2

n Mat thew 11:19 they are call ing Je sus, A friend of
pub li cans and sin ners.  Who gave Him such an ex cel -
lent name?  Not His friends, but the Phar i sees and
scribes, His most bit ter en e mies.  They meant to

scorn Him and put him to shame by plac ing such a tag on
Him.  But ac tu ally that was His name of honor.   

He did not only say that He loved sin ners, but He left
the very form of God and clothed Him self in our flesh
and blood in or der to die for our sins, re deem, and save
us.  He was not a priest or Le vite that passed by, but He
came to us where we were, lost in our sins, lifted us up,
healed and saved us.  Glory to His name!

No won der we read: All pub li cans and sin ners drew
near to hear Him, and when the Phar i sees and scribes
saw the crowd they mur mured and said: This man
receiveth sin ners and eateth with them.  He receiveth sin -
ners.  What pre cious truth.  Heaven re joices over it, but
the Phar i sees grum ble and com plain about it.  

Look at the sin ners how they are flock ing to Him!  I
see them com ing, the Sa mar i tan woman in John 4, the tax 
col lec tor in Mat thew 9, Zaccheus in Luke 19, and the
pub li can in Luke 18.  He re ceives them all.  Not one is
turned away.  You can read the Bi ble from Gen e sis to

Rev e la tion but you can’t find one re pen tant sin ner that
He turned away.  He has prom ised: Him that com eth
unto Me I will in no wise cast out.  John 6:37.  This
prom ise is still good.  For all the prom ises of God in Him
are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.  2 
Cor. 1:20.

The great est sin ner has al ready been saved.  Lis ten to
his own per sonal tes ti mony: “This is a faith ful say ing,
and worthy of all ac cep tance that Christ Je sus came into
the world to save sin ners: of whom I am chief.” 1 Tim o -
thy 1:15

The Phar i sees and scribes were al ways grum bling
and pout ing be cause Christ re ceived and saved sin-sick
re pen tant sin ners.  So one day they asked His dis ci ples,
“why do ye eat and drink with pub li cans and sin ners?”
Je sus an swered the ques tion Him self; it is as sim ple as
this, “they that are whole need not a phy si cian, but they
that are sick.  I came not to call the righ teous but sin -
ners to re pen tance” Matt. 9:11-12.  You self-righ teous
Phar i sees and scribes are not even in cluded in My pro -
gram.  You are whole, you do not need a phy si cian.  But
these poor peo ple are sin-sick; that is why I am to gether
with them.  A Sav ior and sin ners be long to gether!  A Sav -
ior is with out work where there are no sin ners.  He is like
a phy si cian who has noth ing to do be cause ev ery one is
well.   

This grum bling of self-righ teous Phar i sees and
scribes gave Christ oc ca sion to tell us one of the most
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glo ri ous par a bles in our Bi -
ble.  It tells us in a crys tal
clear way that sin ners are
saved by grace alone.  In
Luke 15 is Christ’s an swer to 
the mur mur ing self-righ -
teous Phar i sees and scribes. 
‘Hear HIM’

A Par ent

Be ing a par ent is hard;
ev ery child is dif fer ent, 

And ev ery day brings
fresh chal lenges. 

First, see your chil dren
as a gift from God.  He en -
trusted them to you; take
them as a gift (and re spon si -
bil ity) from His hands.  Sec -
ond, let them know you love
them.  Show af fec tion for
them; teach them right and
wrong; spend time with
them.  Third, be an ex am ple
of faith.  Pray with them,
read the Bi ble to them, and
let them see that Christ is im -
por tant to you.  With God’s
help, you can be the kind of
par ent they need.

Train up a child in the
way he should go, And
when he is old he will not
turn from it.   Prov erbs 22:6

Wisdom for Each Day ©
2008, Billy Graham, Mfd.

For  © 2011 DaySpring
Cards, Inc.

Morning Glory
Volume XCIX – Number 2

February 2017

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

email:  haugerep@midco.net

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Haugeinnermission

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Wayne Almlie  ..........................................................................Des Moines, IA
Vice President:  Rodney Stueland ..................................................................Dilworth, MN
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Kevin Gunderson ...............................................................................................Dexter, MN
Willmore Gundersen .................................................................................Fergus Falls, MN
John Monsen ................................................................................................Burnsville, MN
Duane Nessa ................................................................................................Garden City, IA
Joel Zeltinger..................................................................................................Bismarck, ND

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Table of Contents
The Friend of Publicans and Sinners!..........................................................................1-2
A Parent...........................................................................................................................2
Good Examples • Grace ..................................................................................................3
Hypocrites – A Senseless Reason to Go to Hell .............................................................4
Editorial .......................................................................................................................5-7
A Pattern for a Heaven-Sent Revival ..............................................................................7
From our Fellowship Circle ............................................................................................8
Awakened! ......................................................................................................................9
Believable …Yet Unbelievable ....................................................................................10
The Believer Free From the Law ..................................................................................11
Evidences of our Christian Heritage........................................................................12-13
How I Know There is a God • Daily Things.................................................................13
The Age of Pietistic Revivals........................................................................................14
Thankful for our Republic • God’s Moral Standards Do Not Change ..........................15
UpDate • Afraid ............................................................................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, February,
March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November and December, by the
Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and printed by
Send-It Shipping & Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. Periodicals 
postage paid at Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing
Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



GOOD EXAMPLES!
Be ing known as a Chris tian cer tainly means some -

thing very im por tant, as there will be NO hyp o crites in
Heaven (just for given sin ners), and that name means
“Follower of Christ.”  So nat u rally we want to be liv ing
ex am ples to the ONE who is the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

But while we want to serve as good ex am ples, (God’s 
Am bas sa dors, lit tle christs), we fail and SIN of ten.  This
is not an ex cuse for care less ness; but we still have the
“old-na ture” to con tend with all the way HOME, and also 
the world and the Devil.   

Thus it is easy to be come in dif fer ent and care less and 
‘flirt’ with the world.  

Sam son knew he was liv ing in a sin ful world and in a
sense en emy ter ri tory; as at times he was where God did
not in tend for him to be!  

When the Philistine lords re al ized that Sam son loved 
Delilah, they asked her to lure Sam son into tell ing her the 
se cret of his strength so that they might sub due him.  On
three sep a rate oc ca sions, Delilah tried to ex tract Sam -
son’s se cret from him.  Af ter the third at tempt, Delilah
said to him, “You have de ceived me these three times”. 
At length, be cause of her per sis tent lur ing, Sam son told
her the truth: “If I were shaven, my strength would leave
me.”  So as he slept… You know the rest of the ac count.

SIN is al lur ing, at trac tive and en tic ing!  BUT GOD
can turn things around!  Note how the Scrip ture shows
the sins of those who pro fessed faith in the Liv ing God. 
Let me share with you a few ex am ples of godly folk in
the past, and how God can use our fail ures as op por tu ni -
ties to show His great ness.  Con sider Abra ham and his lie 
about his wife, or Mo ses and his an ger and dis obe di ence
to God.  Re mem ber Da vid’s adul tery and his at tempt to
cover it up with mur der.  As we move into the New Tes ta -
ment era,  no tice Pe ter’s cow ardly de ni als, and the fail ure 
of Mark.  Yet, de spite their disloyalty, God used these
peo ple to ac com plish great things to His honor and glory
– Mar vel ous God’s Grace, mercy and forgiveness!  

The next time you sin and you know some one ob -
served it, ask God not only to for give you, but then to use
you in de spite of your sin ful ness.  And to day pray that
God will en able you to be a good ex am ple (not a life of
care less ness, in dif fer ence or laziness) for the cause of
Jesus Christ.

The story is told of about an owner of a small fac tory
who was greatly re spected by his em ploy ees – not only
for his busi ness skills, but for his in teg rity and car ing for
his em ploy ees.

Af ter his death one of his long-time em ploy ees was
show ing the gen tle man’s grand son around the fac tory. 

“This was the se cret of his suc cess,” he said.  “Ev ery

morn ing he slipped in here be fore any one else ar rived,
and spent at least half an hour in prayer.” 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

GRACE 
…that in the ages to come He might show the ex ceed -

ing riches of His grace.  Ephe sians 2:7
I have be come con vinced that we can en cap su late the 

es sence of the Chris tian gos pel in one sin gle word –
grace.  What is this “amaz ing grace”?  Only those who
have ex pe ri enced God’s grace know what it is; yet many
still can’t de scribe it.  Grace is be yond com pre hen sion; it
is, I am sure, the great est thing in all the world. 

Grace is not jus tice, be cause it is in fi nitely higher,
more ex alted, and more no ble than fair ness could ever be.

Grace is n’t the same as love.  Even though grace has
love within it, not all love has grace in it.

Is grace the same as mercy?  Now we’re get ting
closer to the tar get.  But grace still goes be yond ex tend -
ing love to some one who does not de serve it. 

Grace is to tally un mer ited fa vor given to those who
de serve dis fa vor.  Grace is re ceiv ing ev ery thing good
when we de serve ev ery thing bad.   

We will never ap pre ci ate grace un til we see our need
for it, when we see our selves as re bels against God, as
break ers of His laws, when we see our selves as sin ners in
the deep est, dark est parts of our be ing – then we will be -
gin to ap pre ci ate the mean ing of grace.

When the God of all grace freely and will ingly for -
gives and ac cepts us on the ba sis of what Je sus Christ has
done, then we ex pe ri ence grace.  And af ter ex pe ri enc ing
it, we want to share it freely with oth ers.  If you were a
beg gar and found an end less sup ply of bread, would n’t
you share it with your fel low beg gars?  That pic ture gives 
us just a small glimpse of what it’s like when we share
God’s amaz ing grace with oth ers.  Can you share God’s
grace with someone today?

   New Every Morning, by D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries
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PRAYER
“Intercessory Prayer is the finest and most

exacting kind of work that is possible for
man to perform.”

Ole Hallesby 
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Hypocrites — A Senseless Reason
To Go To Hell!

By Pas tor War ren (Chip) Roy, Stephens City, VA

How many times have you heard this line?  “I would 
gladly do so but there are too many hyp o crites in the
church!”  You talk to some one about their soul and the
rea son they need to be saved.  And rather than lis ten ing
to what you say they will rather an swer some thing like,
“I would gladly do so but there are too many hyp o crites
in the church!”  And some times they will even go as far
as to point ing out peo ple they know who pro fess to be
saved and are clearly hyp o crites.  

I re mem ber when I was young in the Lord.  It seems
like that was an ex cuse that I had of ten heard why some
of the folk I would talk to about their soul’s sal va tion
would respond about not giv ing their hearts (open) to
Je sus.  Some times it was false rea sons.  A good ex am ple
is one guy told me of a man that I went to church with,
and he was ac cused of be ing a hyp o crite.  When it was
nailed as to why that man was con sid ered a hyp o crite, it
was all be cause that Chris tian would n’t hire him for a
job!  Per son ally, if that is the only rea son, it is surly a
bad rea son to con demn some one as a hyp o crite!  And
per son ally, if I was that man who had the busi ness, I
would n’t blame him at all if he chose never to hire him
with an attitude like that!

Sad to say that some times there are real hyp o crites. 
I never for got how one night I tried to wit ness to a lady
that I knew from my days in High School.  Sad to say
this per son did not want to get saved be cause of the hyp -
o crites!  She went as far as tell ing me about one lady in
par tic u lar who she knew was a pro fess ing Chris tian. 
But it turned out that she was noth ing but a pre tender. 
She went on to tell me that this lady had beer in her
apart ment that she drank.  And that one time this hyp o -
crite ac tu ally had a man spend a week end with her!  It

was a real sit u a tion in volv ing al co hol and for ni ca tion!
Yet it is re ally sense less to let any hyp o crite stand in

your way of get ting saved!  WHY?  Be cause, while re -
fus ing to be come a saved sin ner through the fin ished
work of Je sus, why should a per son rather go to Hell and 
be with the hyp o crites?  As the BIBLE clearly says:

“But woe unto you, Scribes and Phar i sees, hyp o -
crites!  For ye shut up the king dom of heaven against
men: for ye nei ther go in your selves, nei ther suf fer ye 
them that are en ter ing to go in” Matthew 23:13.

“And shall cut him asun der, and ap point him his
por tion with the hyp o crites: there shall be weep ing and 
gnash ing of teeth” Mat thew 24:51. 

I per son ally would rather go to a church with many
hyp o crites and serve God, than to re fuse to get saved –
all be cause of one hyp o crite – and then spend all eter nity 
in Hell be cause of one or more hyp o crites!

So to day, if you are read ing this ar ti cle and you are
al low ing a hyp o crite or a group of hyp o crites to keep
you from com ing to JESUS, you may ask what you are
to do.  First off, you need to be like Zacchaeus and get
above the hyp o crites to right fully see Je sus as we find in
Luke 19:1-10.  We read, “And he sought to see Je sus
who He was; and could not for the press, be cause he
was lit tle of stat ure” v. 3.  

He al lowed a press or a crowd to block his view of
Je sus.  When you al low a hyp o crite to hin der you, you
are be ing just like that.  What did Zacchaeus do?  He got
above the crowd!  “And he ran be fore, and climbed up
into a syc a more tree to see Him: for He was to pass that
way” v. 4.  

You must get above the hyp o crites.  Make up your
mind you are go ing to trust Je sus and be born again re -
gard less of how many hyp o crites there are in the
church!  Then you need to re pent of this wick ed ness of
let ting hyp o crites get in your way of the Sav ior as well
as your other SINS.  “I tell you, Nay; but ex cept ye re -
pent, ye shall all like wise per ish” Lk. 13:5.  

And then sim ply by faith re ceive Je sus as your own
per sonal Sav ior and Lord!  “But as many as re ceived
Him to them gave He power to be come the sons of
God, even to them that be lieve on His name” John
1:12.

And from there on out, don’t let be the hyp o crites be 
an ex cuse for you not be ing saved and serv ing the Lord. 
Rather, live and tell to show them how it is sup posed to
be done!  Who knows, your de ci sion to be born again
(John 3) and to fol low Je sus may be what it will take for
a hyp o crite to be soundly saved!

So stop us ing this sense less ex cuse to keep your self
from be ing saved and ask JESUS to save you to day.

Once we come to Christ (Ed. And re main IN
Him) we are no lon ger just in di vid u als.  We are
now mem bers of His fam ily – what the Bi ble here 
calls “the church, His body”.  We are now part of
that vast group of peo ple through out the ages
who have trusted Christ and are our broth ers and
sis ters in His fam ily.  Al though we’ll never meet
most of them this side of eter nity, we’re still
united spir i tu ally with them.  This tran scends any 
lo cal church or de nom i na tion; it in cludes all who
truly be long to Christ.   Christ is the head of the
church, His body, of which He is the Sav ior. 
      Ephe sians 5:23
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Ed i to rial 
RES

What’s In a Name?
“A good name is to be cho sen rather than great riches, Lov ing fa vor rather than sil ver and 
gold.”  “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; The righ teous run to it and are safe.”” 

(Prov erbs 22:1 & 18:10)

In the BIBLE, God and JESUS are given many very
mean ing ful Names.  For ex am ple: I AM, Mes siah,
JESUS, Ti tles: Sav ior, Lord; and the word ‘Sav ior’
means ‘De liv erer’, Re deemer, etc.  The word ‘Lord’
means “Mas ter”.  Now es pe cially in evan gel i cal cir cles,
oc ca sion ally the ques tion is asked: “Do you know Je sus
as your per sonal Sav ior and not Mas ter?”  In my un der -
stand ing, this is ‘for eign’ in the New Tes ta ment.  In the
New Tes ta ment, Je sus is ei ther both to you or you are still 
an un saved and lost sin ner. 

Now get ting back to the ques tion: “What’s in a Name”.
Iit is so very unique that JESUS was named very
early-on, as Jo seph was di vinely told that Mary’s
pregnancy (She was the ‘Vir gin’ Mary) was con ceived
by the Holy Spirit.  Con cep tion is a ‘mir a cle’ – a gift
from GOD – and Mary re mained a vir gin dur ing this en -
tire time of preg nancy.  A fe male ex pe ri enc ing for ni ca -
tion could likely be put to death be fore the mar riage took
place – for be ing ‘un faith ful’.!  “Jo seph, son of Da vid,
do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for
that which is con ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit,
‘And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His
name JESUS, for He will save His peo ple from their
sins.’” Mat thew 1:20b-21.

There are some ‘pro fess ing-Chris tians’ who say, not in
words, but ac tions that JESUS is my Sav ior; but I want to 
live my-own ‘life-style’ as I please!   No won der that
JESUS in His In cor rupt ible WORD asks the ques tion,
for our ben e fit: ‘Will I find ‘faith’ on earth when I re -
turn?”  The apos tles de clared: “’hav ing a form of god li -
ness but de ny ing its power thereof.  And from such
peo ple turn away!’” II Tim o thy 3:5.  JESUS did n’t ask if 
there will be peo ple be ing very re li gious, and/or ac tive in 
church.  “”So the great dragon was cast out, that ser pent 
of old, called the Devil and Sa tan, who de ceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his an gels
were cast out with him” (Rev. 12:9).   We know from ob -
ser va tion that Sa tan and the fallen-an gels are do ing ex -
actly that TODAY in roam ing through-out the whole
earth, seek ing whom they may de vour – not only to steal
and de stroy, but also to KILL!

Now, it is easy to say that it is some one else; but the Dis -
ci ples, who were in the up per-room, asked JESUS,

“Lord, is it I?”  We know our hearts are de ceit ful and
des per ately wicked, so you and I need to exam our selves
fre quently in the LIGHT OF GOD’S WORD, THE
BIBLE!  ETERNITY is too long for you and I to gam -
ble and take a chance on!  

It costs some thing to be a true be liever IN JESUS!  NOW 
Sal va tion is to tally a free Gift through the “Fin ished
Blood Atone ment of JESUS”, but to be a Chris tian is
costly.  

Many peo ple are will ing to try to have Je sus as a Sav ior
of their lives, but not Lord!  Peo ple are will ing even to
pro fess faith in Je sus, and even Lord over a part of their
lives, as long as it does n’t cost them any thing!  You see,
JESUS be comes al most like an in sur ance pol icy – some -
thing they ob tain and then for get about un til their life be -
comes very frag ile to them.  Yet God states that life is like 
a va por or flower, BUT Je sus calls us to fol low Him ev -
ery day.

“A man who has friends must him self be friendly, But
there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” Prov -
erbs 18:24.  A truth ful friend will have to at times even
re buke you in love!  

TODAY we hear so much about God’s Love from be -
hind the ‘sa cred-desk’ (pul pit); which is great; but what
about preach ing in re gards to God’s LAW out of LOVE! 

John the bap tizer was sent by God as a fore-run ner of the
Per son of JESUS, and he did n’t spend much time in the
Scrip tures preach ing about God’s Agape LOVE; but in
LOVE he de clared: ‘Re pent or Per ish’.  The ab so lute
truth is also true of the Per son of JESUS.   In the be gin -
ning of His earthly min is try, He did not say: “Smile, God
Loves you.”   God does love us, but Je sus preached about 
the ne ces sity of godly re pen tance.  Check it out!  “Now I
re joice, not that you were made sorry, but that your
sor row led to re pen tance.  For you were made sorry
in a godly man ner, that you might suf fer loss form us
in noth ing.  For godly sor row pro duces re pen tance
lead ing to sal va tion, not to be re gret ted; but the sor -
row of the world pro duces death.” II Co rin thi ans
8:9-10.

“There fore the law was our tu tor to bring us to Christ,
that we might be jus ti fied by faith.” Gal. 3:24. 
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The month of Feb ru ary is very spe cial for a num ber of
rea sons.  Each day and breath is a gift from God; but the
month of Feb ru ary we com mem o rate two of the great est
Pres i dents USA has ever had, and also in cluded is Val en -
tines Day!  IF you re ally love some one; you are es pe -
cially chal lenged to let them know; and the flo rist would
say:  “Do it with Flow ers!”  But in the Chris tian min is try
of the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion, we seek to be hon est.  We are not al ways
flowery or sugar-coated, but in love and con cern for your 
soul, with the hon est TRUTH, we share with you each
month the glory of GOD who in fi nitely LOVES YOU
and me.  This Love was shown when HE gave us the per -
fect sac ri fice/of fer ing for our sins – THE LAMB OF
GOD!  Agape Love is not con di tional!

JESUS loves you and me, but not our sin.  He not only
loves me when I am sup pos edly good, but HIS LOVE is
un con di tional, YES, He loves the ‘un saved sin ner’ even
to the gates of HELL.  We live in a fallen, sin ful and
wicked world; for look what our SIN did to the Di vine
Son of God!  Yes, mar vel not if the ‘world’ hates you!  In
fact, IF that is not the case, you and I have rea son to be
spir i tu ally con cerned.  It isn’t that we should go out and
try to cause sin and trou ble, but that will be the re sult of
liv ing a righ teous, godly-life – the world will hate YOU.

JESUS warns His dis ci ples that it will be costly for them
(and us) to be true fol low ers of Him.  One very ba sic rea -
sons it will be costly is His state ment: “‘If any one de sires 
to come af ter Me, let him deny him self, and take up his
cross, daily, and fol low Me’” Luke 9:23.  This His cross
is not af flic tion, sick ness, etc. but the ‘choice’ of a be -
liever and the re sulting per se cu tion as a re sult.  Notice
the word “daily.”  Sad-to-say a goodly num ber of pro -
fess ing Chris tians seem to think they can be ‘friends’ of
the world and a fol lower of Je sus at the same time, which 
is IMPOSSIBLE. Yes, John 6:66 is true to day also. 
There is no false ad ver tis ing in the BIBLE!  “But these
are writ ten that you may be lieve that Je sus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that be liev ing you may have life in
His name.” John 20:31.  1 John 5:10-13, v. 12: “He
who has the Son has life, he who does not have the
Son of God does not have life.” 

JESUS CHRIST is n’t just the cen ter of the Bi ble, He
should be the very cen ter of our lives; as we “have life in
His name.”  The word ‘be lieve’ means “to come” as it is
faith in ac tion!  What does that mean?  First it means
Eter nal Life in Heaven, be cause with out JESUS, there is
NO hope of Heaven. Je sus loves you and me!

JESUS loves you and me, even when I am not GOOD!
For the BIBLE tells me so!  Ti tus 3:5: “”But when the
kind ness and the love of God our Sav ior to ward man ap -
peared, not by works of righ teous ness which we have

done, but ac cord ing to His mercy He saved us, through
the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy
Spirit,” Ti tus 3:4-5.  NOW try to me di tate on the re al is tic 
ex act ness that the “Holy ONE” even had you and me in
His heart and mind be fore the “foun da tion of the Earth.” 
What a SAVIOR!

A min is ter was build ing a trel lis to sup port a vine and as
he worked, he no ticed a young boy watch ing him.  The
min is ter nod ded at the young lad, think ing the boy would 
go away.  Af ter a while, how ever, he no ticed that the boy
still stood there.  Fi nally, he said to the boy, “Get ting a
les son in hor ti cul ture?”  “No,” he re sponded.  “Just
wanted to hear what a preacher says when he hits his
thumb with a ham mer.” Non-be liev ers very of ten study
our lives watch ing to see if our ac tions and re ac tions cor -
rob o rate what we pro fess.

GOD and JESUS love us so much that They even chas -
tise us in in fi nite LOVE!  Ouch, that hurts; but HE wants
us to know and ex pe ri ence that the God-fil tered (per mit -
ted) LOVE is not only per mit ted, but pos si bly sent, and
is be ing per mit ted through Nail scarred Hands.

This is done for one of two rea sons: It is ei ther that we
may see our need of a per sonal re la tion ship with Him, or 
that our roots might grow deeper and stron ger in His
WORD – so that our lives might be more boun ti ful and
fruit ful to His honor and glory.  Af flic tions per mit ted by
God are not pun ish ment, but chas tises for our ‘cor rec -
tion’ (or ben e fit in the fu ture tense).  Pun ish ment is some -
thing for which a per son de serves for the past.  “My son,
do not de spise the chas ten ing of the LORD, Nor be dis -
cour aged when you are re buked by Him; for whom the
LORD loves He chas tens, And scourges ev ery son whom
He re ceives” He brews 12:5b-6, Deu ter on omy 8:5,
Romans 8:28-29 – let the LORD do the mix ing.  

As a lov ing Par ent will chas ten their son: “He who
spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him dis ci -
plines him promptly” Prov erbs 18:24.  Is n’t it in ter est ing
that the Cre ator placed within our hu man body a cush ion
for a num ber of rea sons?  You see when the rule of learn -
ing is ap plied to the seat of un der stand ing, a per son will
smart in one end and smarten-up on the other!  NOW the
‘rule of learn ing’ is only to be ap plied when needed, and
most cer tainly in LOVE.

AGAPE LOVE can not stand ‘idly-by’ while souls
are per ish ing or lack ing spir i tual nour ish ment: “’But this 
I say; He who sows spar ingly will also reap spar ingly,
and he who sows boun ti fully will also reap boun ti fully. 
So let each one give as he pur poses in his heart, not
grudg ingly or of ne ces sity; for God loves a cheer ful
giver” II Co rin thi ans 9:6-7.  Are you will ing to do as the
LORD leads?

This is most cer tainly TRUE of God’s LOVE and



A Pattern for (a Heaven sent) Revival!

First of all: LISTENING TO THE WORD

Nehemiah 8:1-8.

Nehemiah, cup-bearer to the Per sian king,
Artaxerxes, led his Jew ish coun try men in the re build ing
of the wall sur round ing Je ru sa lem.  Through out the ef -
fort, they faced se vere opposition.

When the task was com pleted, the peo ple seemed to
sense that some thing else was needed.  The peo ple,
though they had not been prop erly led or taught un til the
com ing of Nehemiah, were con scious of spir i tual der e lic -
tion.  Some of the re corded events, and their ef fect upon
the peo ple, form some thing of a pat tern for spir i tual re -
vival.  Let’s look at the first ex am ple.

First, there is the at ti tude of the peo ple; they were
dis turbed at the con di tions of the time.  I think it’s good to 
note that they did n’t wait for a leader to take ac tion.  NO,
there was a grass roots move ment so com pel ling that not
only the men, but the women, came to gether as one, to
hear what God’s law said.

And, to day, for a true re vival to take place, first of all
there NEEDS to be spe cific prayer for this, and likely for
some time!  When there is need, why should we wait?  If
the house is cold now in Feb ru ary, etc., we don’t wait un -
til sum mer co mes for it to be come warm.  Likely, we turn
up the ther mo stat im me di ately.  WE should sched ule
Evan ge lis tic (Gos pel) ser vices, as God has called some
peo ple as Evangelists, even in our day.  But we look
expectedly to God in HIS mercy and grace to re fresh us
with His Pres ence with Sea sons of Re fresh ing!  Are
YOU will ing to fol low this scrip tural ba sis and be in -
volved AND carefully study God’s Word?

A Pat tern for a Heaven Sent Re vival
Nehemiah 9:1-2

The sec ond thing we learn in this Scrip tural pat tern is 
not only lis ten ing to the In spired Word of God, but be ing

at ten tive, con cerned and obey God’s pre scrip tion, His
Word.  No tice that they stood from morn ing to mid-day
in the pub lic square – hun gry to hear God’s mes sage. 
Now, in it self, it wasn’t nec es sar ily the length of the wor -
ship ser vice, but they were HUNGRY for the Word of
God!  Lit tle may be ex pected if God’s peo ple are not con -
cerned to un dergo some in con ve nience and to give pri or -
ity to the work and Word of God!

Then, please no tice: the peo ple came be fore God in a
spirit of rev er ence, for our GOD is a HOLY GOD!

When Ezra opened the Book of the Law, they stood;
when he blessed and praised the Lord, they said, “Amen,
Amen.”  The word “Amen” ba si cally means “I am in
agree ment of what is said or in agree ment of what was
stated,” and they bowed their heads and wor shipped the
LORD.  

There is no doubt that one ba sic rea son we do not re -
ceive the full ness of God’s Law and Grace, and the
TRUTH HE has for us, is that we don’t ap ply ourselves! 
Maybe some times we seem to ex pect the preacher not
only to pro vide spir i tual food for us but to di gest it for us
(so to speak) as well! 

Then, we are told they fasted and “sep a rated them -
selves from for eign ers,” and “stood, con fess ing their
sins,” verses 1-2.  Now to stand is a good point; but from
the heart is def i nitely NEEDED and they did this at ten -
tively and rev er ently.  (Most cer tainly con fes sion of SIN
is nec es sary pri vately be fore our HOLY GOD; but at
times even publically – es pe cially in church as sem bly)! 
Then we are to come to terms with the moral and spir i tual 
im pli ca tions fac ing us.  In Nehemiah’s time these peo ple
walked in the “Light of God’s WORD” given unto them
as ‘hear ers’.  And, as they did, their tears of re pen tance
and con tri tion changed to tears of JOY!  Is n’t this what
we should do in our day?  

Let us ded i cate our selves to re newal and re vival in
our midst, and our de vo tion to our Liv ing SAVIOR who
is com ing again, and also to His WORD and will! 
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GRACE in know ing our lost and con demned con di tion. 
Je sus was will ing to make Heaven poor that you and I
might be come rich – because God could not stand idly
by and not pay the pen alty for our sin!  His LOVE is not
just feel ings and emo tions, BUT def i nitely an in volve -
ment, com mit ment and loyalty!  God also clearly states
not to make a ‘vow’ that is not in tended to be fol lowed
through with!

YES, JESUS LOVES US so much that HE of ten
spoke (in the Bi ble) of His re turn for His Blood Bought
Bride; stat ing the same, not for our spec u la tion, but that
we should make cer tain that we are ready and liv ing a

godly-life in “oc cu py ing” in and for Him!  He is look ing
for ward in bring ing His Bride to His Eter nal Home in
HEAVEN!
HEAVEN is a place where we’ll be eter nally safe in
God’s pres ence, and all fears, in se cu ri ties, sor rows, dis -
ap point ments and af flic tion will be ban ished for ever.  No 
weak nesses, sin, deaths or sep a ra tion will be there, for
we shall be changed like HIM (Je sus)!  “Be loved … we
shall be like Him, for, we shall see Him as He is.” 1
John 3:2.  What love!  Are you will ing to obey Him in
your per sonal life – liv ing, tell ing, and giv ing unto HIM,
out of a will ing and cheer ful LOVE?
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From Our Fellowship Circle

E. G. Stony Plain, Alta, Can ada
I so look for ward to the re ceiv ing of the Morn ing Glory.  
I had a whole bunch of your mag a zines and re cently I
gave them to a born-again Lu theran Pas tor here.

I’m still pray ing for and look ing for a Heaven sent ‘re -
vival’ and there are many be liev ers’ who want the same!

For tu nately I am priv i leged to meet a lot of folk. …

I praise God, but I need a fresh touch from the Lord.  …

Keep up the good work and pray that your fi nan cial
needs will be met.

H. & D. H. Hoffman, MN
En closed is some help in hop ing that you will be

able to keep the Morn ing Glory on a reg u lar monthly ba -
sis as it has been such a bless ing to us over the years.  

Have you been out to South Da kota lately?  Our son, 
…at tended the Church you were serv ing back in the
80’s.  But in 1997 they had to leave be cause of the flood -
ing in that area.  The wa ter now cov ers most of the Farm
and the area that the farm stead is on the only way one
can get to it is by Boat.  It is now Lynn Lake and it does -
n’t ap pear to be go ing away…

May you and your wife have a Blessed and Joy ous
Sea son as we cel e brate the Birth day of our Lord and
Sav ior, Je sus Christ.    

R. & A. P. Waukesha, WI/Mesa, AZ 
Your Oc to ber is sue of the Morn ing Glory had many in -
spir ing ar ti cles of which I en joyed and was richly blest
with.  I trust my gift will help with your pub lish ing
costs.  I am re tired from my carpenter busi ness now. 

My wife … and I have lived in Wis con sin since 1966,
but we have been spend ing our win ters in Mesa, AZ
since 2002.

My Un cle, Pas tor Ar nold Windahl, was at one time the
Ed i tor of the Morn ing Glory.  My fa ther, Pas tor A. A.
Pedersen, was the Pres i dent of the Lu theran Breth ren
Schools in Fergus Falls in the 1950’s, so I am well ac -
quainted with your mag a zine and some of the writ ers.

N. F. Rudd, IA
I was sorry to hear of the fi nan cial prob lems Morn ing
Glory is hav ing.  En closed is a check to help.  I al ways
read it from cover to cover and then pass it to friends.

Ed i tor’s Note: The Morn ing Glory and the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion are a Bib li cal Lu theran
Free Piet ist ic Move ment that op er ates and func tions by
faith.  So we are de pend ent upon God lay ing on the
hearts of in di vid u als and con gre ga tions to pro vide our
fi nan cial need.  We went through a fi nan cial cri sis and I
don’t know where we stand fi nan cially at this mo ment;
ex cept that we de pend upon you and oth ers to pro vide as 
the LORD lays upon your heart and life what to do.  Af -
ter all, this min is try is a por tion of His King dom Work,
and so we seek to oc cupy as HE pro vides!

M. R. Elyria, OH 
Just want you to know that I en joy read ing the Morn ing
Glory.  I ap pre ci ate all the work that you put into it and
the truths that you stand for.  I pray you can con tinue
putt ing out the pa per.

May God Bless you, 

M. J. J. Hixton, WI
Hope this will help your fi nan cial con di tion a lit tle. (Ed.
Yes, ‘many drops or more’ fill the bucket)!

I ap pre ci ate the Morn ing Glory so much.

I am 88 years old and my hus band was 96 when he died,
as he died last Feb ru ary.   We were mar ried for 70 years!
(Ed. Mar vel ous!)

R. & C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN 
Thank you for stay ing true to God’s Word – the BIBLE!

May God Bless all of you who work to keep us in -
formed.

With ap pre ci a tion, 

K. K. Min ne ap o lis, MN 
Thank you for your ded i ca tion to Morn ing Glory!  It is a
light in this sin ful dark world and it pro vides so much
food for thought and soul.

…. Lu theran Church Karlstad, MN 
It is with great joy that our Con gre ga tion de cided to
send this check.  Praise the Lord!  Pray that it will help!
(Ed. Def i nitely – PTL) 



Awakened!

“Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.” (Eph. 5:14)

This is the first in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con ver sion
of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th an ni -
ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha size
how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments in
Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian
cir cles to day.

It all started one day in July of 1505 when Lu ther was
trav el ing out side Stotterenheim.  It started to rain, and a
bolt of light ning knocked Lu ther to the ground.  He cried
in ter ror, “St. Anne help me!  I will be come a monk.”  Why 
did Lu ther make such a vow as this?  Be cause he  was
awak ened to his lost es tate be fore God.  The in stant
thought of im pend ing death drove him to de spair at the
thought of dy ing and then stand ing be fore God.  His re li -
gious train ing taught him to call upon the saints, so he
called upon St. Anne for help.  It was thought then , as to -
day, that the peo ple who were clas si fied as saints could
help peo ple who prayed to them and asked them for help. 
It was also thought that the path to righ teous ness be fore
God was through con se cra tion of life and good works. 
Thus Lu ther pledged that he would be come a monk, for
what greater good can a man do in this life more than that?  
This would be fit ting pen ance.

This hap pened when Lu ther was 21 years old.  His
bap tism and con fir ma tion did not ap pease his con science. 
The Cath o lic Church prac ticed the same as we do to day in
the Lu theran Church.  He did not think that all would be
fine be fore God sim ply be cause he had been bap tized and
then con fessed that with his mouth on his con fir ma tion. 
What hap pened to Lu ther is also what hap pens to many
young peo ple – They are told again and again that they are
saved by their bap tism, yet they have no as sur ance in their
hearts that this is true.  When ca lam ity or fierce doubt
strikes their souls, they sit and won der why they are fear ful 
of God, death and judg ment.  Like Lu ther, there is no in ner 
re al ity of what is taught out wardly.  You can not ma nip u -
late the Holy Spirit.

An other rea son that Lu ther re sponded the way he did
was be cause of how peo ple viewed God in his day.  “The
en tire train ing of home, school and uni ver sity was de -
signed to in still fear of God and rev er ence for the Church.” 
… “Hell was stoked, not be cause men lived in per pet ual
dread, but pre cisely be cause they did not … God was por -
trayed now as the Fa ther, [then] as the wielder of the thun -

der. … A full page wood cut por trays Christ the Judge
sit ting upon a rain bow.  A lily ex tends from His right ear,
sig ni fy ing the re deemed, who be low are be ing ush ered by
an gels into par a dise.  From His left ear pro trudes a sword,
sym bol iz ing the doom of the damned, who the dev ils drag
by the hair from the tombs and cast into the flames of hell.
… Ev ery one of those now dead would some day rise and
stand with the in nu mer a ble host of the de parted be fore the
Judg ment Seat to hear the words, ‘Well Done,’ or ‘De part
from Me into ev er last ing fire.’ The Christ upon the rain -
bow with the lily and the sword was a most fa mil iar fig ure
in the il lus trated books of the pe riod.  Lu ther had seen pic -
tures such as these and tes ti fied that he was ut terly ter -
ror-stricken at the sight of Christ the Judge.”  1

Dear reader, have you been awak ened to where you
stand be fore Al mighty God?  Do you re al ize that your sins
have brought the wrath of God upon you?  Are you ready
to face Judg ment Day with the out come of eter nity at
stake?

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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CHRIST THE JUDGE SITTING 
UPON THE RAINBOW

1 Here I Stand by Roland Bainton.  Nashville:  Abington Press, pgs. 20-22
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Norway Allows Children Legally to
Change Gender

Nor we gians as young as six can now le gally change
their gen der us ing an on line form – with out a doc tor’s
ap proval, coun sel ing or surgery.

The law, adopted with a 79 – 13 vote by the Nor we -
gian par lia ment in June, makes Nor way the fifth coun try 
in the world to pass a sim i lar law and the sec ond, be hind
Malta, to in clude chil dren.  While the pro cess in Malta
re quires a par ent to seek court ap proval for the gen der
change, chil dren in Nor way ap ply for the ex change us -
ing the same pro cess and paperwork as adults.

Ex perts warn treat ing gen der dysphoria so lightly
could mul ti ply harm for chil dren who most likely will
shed feel ings of con fu sion as they be come adults.

More than 250 Nor we gians, in clud ing nine mi nors,
have ap plied so far; and the gov ern ment has ac cepted
ev ery ap pli ca tion.   

Kiley Crossland for WORLD News Service

Court Rules Government Bureaucrats
Have No Business Deciding Whether
Iowa Church Activities Are Religious

A fed eral court late (Oc to ber 14) de nied the re quest
of Iowa of fi cials to dis miss a church’s law suit against a
law that a state com mis sion has con strued as giv ing it
the power to cen sor and con trol churches.  In its de ci -
sion al low ing the suit to con tinue, the court found that
while the church’s “fear of pros e cu tion……….is ob jec -
tively rea son able,” churches have never  been pub lic ac -
com mo da tions sub ject to gov ern ment reg u la tion and
state of fi cials have no busi ness try ing to de cide which
church ac tiv i ties are religious and which ones aren’t.  

The rul ing pro vided much-needed re as sur ance and
clar i fi ca tion to churches in the wake of two vague bro -
chures pro duced by the Iowa Civil Rights Com mis sion
that ap plied the Iowa Civil Rights Act to churches.  The
com mis sion’s in ter pre ta tion and ap pli ca tion of that law
could cen sor church state ments of bib li cal sex u al ity in
cer tain con texts and force churches to open their
restrooms to mem bers of the op po site sex un der con di -
tions that the gov ern ment dic tates.

ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM

Pro-Israel, Double Amputee Army Vet
Now in Congress

In 2015 Brian Mast, 36, a U. S. Army vet eran and
dou ble am pu tee, vol un teered to help the Is raeli De fense
Forces (IDF) through an or ga ni za tion call Sar-EL.  It
does be hind-the-scenes ser vices for IDF.  One Is raeli
sol dier called him an in spi ra tion to the other sol diers on
the bases.

ON No vem ber 8, 2016, Brian Mast de feated his
Dem o cratic op po nent Randy Perkins for Florida’s Dis -
trict 18th Con gres sio nal seat by a mar gin of 54% to
43%. It is the same seat for merly held by Allen West
who served only one term.

While serv ing in Af ghan i stan with his Ranger de -
tach ment in 2010, Mast lost both legs and badly in jured
his right arm.  “I was ly ing in Wal ter Reed Hos pi tal and I 
said to my wife, ‘I’m not done yet,’” said Mast.  “When
I got into this race a year ago it was be cause I was n’t
done de fend ing this country.  I was n’t done fight ing. 
And now I will take that fight to fix the prob lems of this
coun try to Wash ing ton DC.”

The Vine and Branches, Winter, 2016

Add Colorado To States Allowing
Physician-Assisted Suicide  

Col o rado over whelm ingly passed its End of Life
Op tions Act on No vem ber 8, mak ing it the sixth state in
which such laws ex ist.  The new law gives pa tients over
18 years old ac cess to “med i cal aid-in-dy ing med i ca -
tion.”  It al lows ter mi nally ill pa tients with un der
six-months to live, as di ag nosed by at least two phy si -
cians, to self-ad min is ter drugs pre scribed by a phy si cian 
to produce “peaceful death.”  

To their credit, many Chris tians and churches
fought to de feat the bill.

Information from thebaptistpress, 11/10/16, selected

“Without God there could be no American
form of government, nor an American way
of life.  Recognition of the Supreme Being
is the first and most basic expression of

Americanism.” 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower



The Believer Free From The Law
By C. O. Rosenius  

But to pre vent mis un der stand ing and to voice the
mean ing of the be liev ers’ free dom from the Law, we will
in brief ex press the same in the fol low ing man ner: They
who have been con demned and slain by the Law, so that
they have sought and found their sal va tion only in the
atone ment of Christ, are al to gether free from the Law’s
con di tion of sal va tion, or the ob li ga tion to seek their
righ teous ness and sal va tion through ob serv ing the Law;
and, sec ondly, they are also, ac cord ing to their faith, free
from the rule of the Law in the con science, or what the
apos tle calls the “spirit of bond age…unto fear” (Rom.
8:15), and the “yoke of bond age” (Gal 5:1),  as well as
from the ag o nies and suf fer ings con nected there with,
since in their Lord and Surety they have their whole ful -
fil ment of Law, … That the be liev ers are free from the
Jew ish cer e mo nial law is con ceded by all, …   They live
there fore un der a con stant grace, in a king dom of grace,
which at all times – so long as they by faith cling to Christ 
– is mighty upon them.  “By so much also hath Je sus be -
come the surety of a better cov e nant” (Hebr. 7:22).  Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me!

This we shall now see by the words of the Holy
Scrip ture it self.  When, in Romans 7, the apos tle has first
set forth the ex am ple of the per fect free dom from the law
of the hus band, into which the woman is trans ferred
when her hus band dies, so that she may now with out sin
be joined to an other man (v. 2, 3), … But if any one then
asks about which law the apos tle here speaks he im me di -
ately re ceives en light en ment as to that in the fol low ing
verse (v 7), where the apos tle ex pressly quotes the es -
sence, yes, the very mar row out of the Law of the Ten
Com mand ments, namely: “Thou shalt not covet,”
which, we know, is the con clu sion of the moral Law, the
last of the Ten Com mand ments.  There I see, then, about
which Law the apos tle speaks.  It is also from the moral
Law, or the Ten Com mand ments, alone that we learn to
“know sin” (v. 7), be come “slain” (v. 11) and “ex ceed -
ing sin ful” (v. 13), etc., as the apos tle says of the Law in
this chap ter.  For from the cer e mo nial law the Jews re -
ceived, on the con trary, their com fort and glo ry ing, be -
cause it could be ful filled.  Ac cord ingly it is of this moral
Law the apos tle says that the be liev ers are “freed (Am.
Rev. V. ‘dis charged’) from the Law.”  But alone in that
man ner which he him self ex plains, namely, that we are
free from its “curse” (Gal. 3:13) and its “yoke of bond -
age” (5:1).  There fore he also ex presses the con trary “be -
ing un der the law” by “be ing un der grace,” when in
Romans 6:14 he says: “For ye are not un der law, but un -
der grace.”  When these two con di tions, to “be un der

Law and to be un der grace, stand as op po sites of one an -
other, then I see what is meant by the free dom from the
Law.  Only as a rule and a light in re gard to what is sin or
ho li ness do the com mand ments of the moral Law re tain
their eter nal im por tance and power even for the be liev -
ers, as a lov ing guid ance for their will ing spirit and as
chas tise ment of their evil flesh. For, as was said be fore,
what God at any time loved, that He al ways loves, and
what God at any time hated, that he al ways hates, as sure
as His holy be ing can not be changed.  There fore we see
that the same apos tle Paul, who mostly speaks of our
free dom from the Law, nev er the less, when he ad mon -
ishes the Chris tians, sets be fore them the com mand ments 
of the Law as a rule.  For ex am ple, when he says: “Only
use not your free dom for an oc ca sion to the flesh,
….”This is the love of God, that we keep his com mand -
ments” (1 John 5:3)…. Con se quently the be liev ers…
shall, to be sure, be chas tened, cor rected, cleansed, and
bro ken for their sins, first by the Law, then by “rod and
tor ments,” “wher ever nec es sary,” but never be judged
ac cord ing to the Law; for should they be judged ac cord -
ing to the Law, then they would be con demned, be cause
the judg ment of the Law is a curse upon the least sin, —
the judg ment reads thus: “Cursed is ev ery one who
continueth not in all things that are writ ten in the book of
the law, to do them” (Gal. 3:10).  There fore we also see
how Christ, to be sure, re proved and cor rected His be -
liev ing dis ci ples for their sins, but never excluded them
from grace. 

Excerpts taken from The Believer Free From The Law
by C. O. Rosenius,  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

How do you draw the line be tween your own de sires 
and God’s will for you?  It is n’t al ways easy.

The ques tion of our mo tives – why we do what we do 
– is al ways with us.  

It’s not wrong to en joy some thing, as long as it’s
good and hon or able.

God may even have gifted you in cer tain ways, and it
would be wrong to deny those gifts.  But al ways com mit
your mo tives to Christ and seek His Will in ev ery thing –
even in things you en joy.

De light your self in the Lord and He will 
Give you the de sires of your heart.
             Psalm 37:4.

 Wisdom For Each Day, © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd.
For © 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

11



12

Evidences Of Our 
Christian Heritage 

There are many ev i dences that our na tion was founded
on a com mit ment to God and the prin ci ples of His Word.

In the sum mer of 1787, rep re sen ta tives met in Phil a -
del phia to write the Con sti tu tion of the United States.  Af -
ter they had strug gled for sev eral weeks and had made
lit tle or no prog ress, eighty-one year-old Benjamin
Frank lin rose and ad dressed the trou bled and dis agree ing
con ven tion that was about to ad journ in con fu sion.

“In the be gin ning of the con test with Brit ain, when
we were sen si ble of dan ger, we had daily prayers in this
room for Di vine pro tec tion.  Our prayers, Sir, were heard
and they were gra ciously an swered.  All of us who were
en gaged in the strug gle must have ob served fre quent in -
stances of a super-in tend ing Prov i dence in our fa vor… 
Have we now for got ten this pow er ful Friend?  Or do we
imag ine we no lon ger need His as sis tance?

“I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the lon ger I live,
the more con vinc ing proofs I see of this truth: that God
gov erns in the af fairs of man.  And if a spar row can not
fall to the ground with out His no tice, is it prob a ble that an 
em pire can rise with out His aid?  We have been as sured,
Sir, in the Sa cred Writ ings that ex cept the Lord build the
house, they la bor in vain that build it.  I firmly be lieve
this…

“I there fore beg leave to move that, hence forth,
prayers im plor ing the as sis tance of Heaven and its bless -
ing on our de lib er a tion be held in this as sem bly ev ery
morn ing.”

The very pur pose of the Pil grims in 1620 was to es -
tab lish a gov ern ment based on the Bi ble.  The New Eng -
land Char ter, signed by King James I, con firmed this
goal:… to ad vance the en large ment of Chris tian re li gion,
to the glory of God Al mighty…”

Gov er nor Brad ford, in writ ing of the Pil grims’ land -
ing, de scribes their first act: “be ing thus ar rived in a good
har bor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees 
and blessed the God of heaven…”

Con firmed by the Col o nies

The goal of gov ern ment based on Scrip ture was fur -
ther re af firmed by in di vid ual col o nies such as The Rhode 
Is land Char ter of 1683 which be gins: “We sub mit our
per sons, lives, and es tates unto our Lord Je sus Christ, the
King of kings and Lord of lords and to all those per fect
and most ab so lute laws of His given us in His Holy
Word.”   Those “ab so lute laws” be came the ba sis of our
Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence, which in cludes in its first
para graph an ap peal to the laws of na ture and of na ture’s

God.  Our na tional Con sti tu tion es tab lished a re pub lic
upon the “ab so lute laws’ of the Bi ble, not a de moc racy
based on the chang ing whims of peo ple.

Re af firmed by the Pres i dents

In his in au gu ral ad dress to Con gress, the first pres i -
dent of our na tion stressed God’s role in the birth of this
re pub lic: “No peo ple can be found to ac knowl edge and
adore the in vis i ble hand which con ducts the af fairs of
men more than the peo ple of the United States.  Ev ery
step by which they have ad vanced to the char ac ter of an
in de pend ent na tion seems to have been dis tin guished by
some to ken of prov i den tial agency…  We ought to be no
less per suaded that the pro pi tious smiles of heaven can -
not be ex pected on a na tion that dis re gards the eter nal
rules of or der and right, which heaven it self or dained.”

One of George Wash ing ton’s early of fi cial acts was
the first Thanksgiving Proc la ma tion, which reads,
“Whereas it is the duty of  all na tions to ac knowl edge the
prov i dence of Al mighty God, to obey His will, to be
grate ful for His ben e fits, and hum bly im plore His pro tec -
tion and fa vor…”  It goes on to call the na tion to thank ful -
ness to Al mighty God.

Con tin u ing through the de cades of his tory, we find in 
the in au gu ral ad dresses of all the Pres i dents, and in the
Con sti tu tion of all fifty of our states, with out ex cep tion,
ref er ences to the Al mighty God of the uni verse, the Au -
thor and sustainer of lib erty.  

Ob served by His to ri ans

… “It is the duty of na tions, as well as of men, to own 
their de pend ence upon the over rul ing power of God and
to rec og nize the sub lime truth an nounced in the Holy
Scrip tures and proven by all his tory, that those na tions
only are blessed whose God is the Lord.” Abra ham Lin -
coln.

“The re li gion which has in tro duced civil lib erty is the 
re li gion of Christ and His apos tles… to this we owe our
free con sti tu tions of gov ern ment.” Noah Web ster

The con clud ing words of our Na tional An them sum -
ma rize the fact that the United States of Amer ica was
born out of a com mit ment to God and His prin ci ples.   

“Blessed with vic tory and peace, may 
This Heav’n-res cued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and 
Pre served us a na tion!
Then con quer we must, when our 
Cause it is just;
And this be our motto: ‘In God is our 
Trust!’
And the star span gled ban ner in
Tri umph shall wave.



O’er the land of the free, and the home 
Of the brave.”

The moral prin ci ples and pre cepts
Con tained in the Scrip tures ought to 
Form the ba sis of all our civil
Con sti tu tions and laws.  All the mis er ies and evils

which men suf fer 
From vice, crime, am bi tion, in jus tice, op pres sion,

slav ery, and war, 
Pro ceed from their de spis ing or 
Ne glect ing the pre cepts con tained in 
The Bi ble. — Noah Web ster 

The Rebirth of AMERICA, Copyright ©1986,
Arthur S. DeMoss Foundation

“…THAT THIS NATION, UNDER GOD, SHALL
HAVE A NEW REBIRTH OF FREEDOM …”

Abra ham Lin coln

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

How I Know There Is a God

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no
God.”  They are corrupt, they do abominable

deeds, there is none who does good.  Psalm 14:1

Many non-be liev ers want hard and fast proof that God 
ex ists. Such proof does ex ist.  First of all, con sider the uni -
verse.  The uni verse had to come from some where (ev ery
ef fect has a cause).  The uni verse could not have cre ated it -
self, be cause you can not cre ate some thing out of noth ing. 
There fore, Some one eter nal must have cre ated it.

The sec ond proof is the pres ence of life it self.  Life
could not have come from non-life, nor could it have hap -
pened by chance.  It also had to be cre ated.  Who else
could have cre ated it but God, who is life?

The third proof co mes from ex am in ing the in tri cate
de sign of the uni verse.  Be cause the uni verse is so in tri -
cately de signed, Some one all-know ing must have de -
signed it.

The fourth proof is God’s lov ing care.  If the earth or -
bited ten per cent closer to the sun, we would burn up.  If it
or bited ten per cent far ther away we would freeze and die. 
In stead, the earth or bits around the sun at just the right dis -
tance to sus tain life.  

The fifth proof is the soul’s trans for ma tion.  This hap -
pens so mys te ri ously that no one can ex plain it.  We know
only that Some one changed Paul from a killer of Chris -
tians into the world’s great est mis sion ary, and this Some -
one has changed our hearts as well.   

As you speak with those who chal lenge God’s ex is -
tence, ask Him to show you when to pres ent any or all of

the in for ma tion I’ve shared with you.  And pray that God
will ul ti mately re veal Him self to them.

“The beauty, or der, and har mony of the uni verse is an
ex pres sion of the will of God; the struc ture of the uni verse
is the work of a great in tel li gence.”

            Ar is totle

New Every Morning, By D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries

Daily Things 

By Pas tor James (Jim) Mizell 

There are some things we as Chris tians need to do
daily.  Let me share some of the daily things that can be
taken ad van tage of: 

(1). We need a daily re new ing of the in ner man.  In 2
Co rin thi ans we read, “There fore we do not lose heart. 
Even though our out ward man is per ish ing, yet the in ward
man is be ing re newed day by day.”  2 Co rin thi ans 4:16

(2). We need to read God’s Word daily.  There is
strength found in read ing God’s Word.  Plus, it is the guide
book for our lives. Check it out for up-to-date in struc tions.  
Nehemiah 8:18 tells us, “Also day by day, from the first
day un til the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of
God.” 

(3). We need to spend time in prayer daily with the
Lord.  If Je sus needed to pray, and He did of ten, we surely
need to pray as well.  The Scrip tures say, “Be anx ious for
noth ing, but in ev ery thing by prayer and sup pli ca tion,
with thanksgiving, let your re quests be made known to
God” Philippians 4:6.

(4). We need to praise and thank the Lord.  We read in
Psalm 71:14-16, “But as for me, I will hope con tin u ally,
and will praise You yet more and more.  My mouth shall
tell of Your righ teous ness and Your sal va tion all the day,
For I do know the sum o f them.  I will go in the strength of
the Lord God, I will make men tion of your righ teous ness,
of Yours only.”     

(5). We need to ex hort and en cour age one an other
daily.  In He brews 4:13, we read: “Ex hort one an other
daily, while it is called ‘To day,’ lest any of you be hard ened 
through the de ceit ful ness of sin”  

(6). We must bear our cross daily.  We all have a cross
to bear.  Lis ten to Je sus speak ing in Luke 9:23: If any one
de sires to come af ter Me, let him deny him self, and take up
his cross daily, and fol low Me.” 

Yes, there are some things that we must do daily in the
spir i tual realm, just as we do some things daily in the
phys i cal realm…

One Hundred and Three Devotions
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The Age of Pietistic Revivals
(Con tin ued from the last is sue of Morn ing Glory)

Spener looked for ward with joy and praise to his fi -
nal re lease which came Feb 5, 1705.  God started
through him a spir i tual life move ment which is still con -
tin u ing (Ed. In di rectly, and then far later through Hans
Neilsen Hauge), the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion and Morn ing Glory).  Praise be to God!

On Au gust Hermann Francke (1663-1727), per haps 
the most fruit ful branch on the tree of Piet ism, we can
only give a bare out line: 

1). He ex pe ri enced a most won der ful con ver sion af -
ter he had be come a preacher.  (Ed. Sim i lar to the late
Pas tor Joe Stump, who was a pas tor for ten years be fore
he came to know Je sus as his per sonal Sav ior).  His main 
stress af ter that glo ri ous ex pe ri ence was: “You must be
born again, or you will never see the king dom of God.”

2). He ac com plished won der ful works of mercy –
es tab lished or phan ages; gave re lief to the poor and
needy.  He reached even the un for tu nate Swed ish war
pris on ers in Si be ria.  Francke seemed to have room in
his heart for ev ery need in the world.  

3). He started the very first Bi ble so ci ety to gether
with Baron Cannstein in 1712, print ing Bi bles, Tes ta -
ments and tracts more cheaply so that poor peo ple might 
have ac cess to them…  Now the Holy oil in the heart
could be kept alive by God’s Word.  Be fore this time Bi -
bles were too ex pen sive for the com mon peo ple to buy.  

4). Francke, by the help of Spener and the Elec tor of 
Brandenburg, founded that won der ful Piet ist ic school at 
Halle, Prus sia, that be came such a dis tinct Innermission
and Piet ist ic head quar ter.  There Francke gave the
young stu dents such spir i tual train ing, that they came
out as spir i tual min is ters en cour ag ing the gifts of grace
and preach ing the new birth – some what the same as
Prof. Hallesby now trains min is ters in his “Menighets -
fakultet” for the church of Nor way – men who are
taught to un der stand the lay peo ple and work hand in
hand with them.  How much that is needed in our day.

5). Francke sent out stu dent lay preach ers here and
there, even as far as Nor way, to hold Chris tian fel low -

ship and prayer meet ings with the peo ple.  This is
some thing the old Haugeans up held and is now stressed
by schools that stand for spir i tual life.

6). Francke sent out mis sion ar ies to hea then lands. 
The most noted of them is Bartholemew Ziegenbalg
(1683-1719) who be came the first Piet ist ic Lu theran
mis sion ary to In dia, in 1705.

Francke, like Spener, led a most in ti mate prayer life.  
All he ac com plished was steeped in prayer.  He ex pe ri -
enced most mar vel ous an swers to his prayers.   Just be -
fore his re lease, June 8, 1727, he praised God for that
won der ful day at Luneburg, 40 years be fore, when he
was saved by grace, and God had ac cepted him as His
child.

Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760), our third
Innermission Fa ther, may briefly be cited for the fol low -
ing:

1). He stressed sal va tion by the blood of Je sus and
free grace some what more …  Hans Nilsen Hauge who
fol lowed closely in the steps of Francke …

3). Zinzendorf went a step fur ther than Spener and
Francke when he or ga nized small col o nies of Chris tians
here and there as lit tle Innermision con gre ga tions.  …

As Zinzendorf blest the out go ing mis sion ar ies, he
said: “Oh, that you may win some souls for the Lamb!”
He made two trips to the Amer i can Col o nies (the pres -
ent U. S.).  One time he ar ranged for a sing-and-tes ti -
mony ser vice for many of the con verts from dif fer ent
mis sion fields.   They all sang and prayed and each
spoke in his own tongue.  An eye wit ness wrote: “When
they all sang the praise of God in their own tongues, I
saw my self as trans ported to heaven lis ten ing to the
song of the Lamb by the re deemed au di ence com ing out
from ev ery race, tribe and na tion, washed in the blood of 
the Lamb.”    

Zinzendorf had a very glo ri ous sun set.  That he was
filled with the love of God and His glory was man i fest to 
ev ery one who came to see him on his death bed.  He
praised God for the con verted hea then he soon should
meet.  His last words were; “Now I am go ing to my Sav -
ior; now I am ready; noth ing hin ders me any more.

Innermission Church History, By P. Ljostveit, Hauge
Lutheran Innermission Federation, 1948

Ed i tor’s Note: Is n’t it Mar vel ous what GOD does and
can do through one per son or only a few per sons; not
only in Bi ble times, but yes ter year and to day and to mor -
row, for our God changes not!  What a bless ing, en cour -
age ment and chal lenge for you and me!  Do ing God’s
Work in God’s Way and thus re ceiv ing God’s Bless ings
is what we are seek ing to do!

“A nation which does not remember what
it was yesterday, does not know what it is
today, nor what it is trying to do.  We are
trying to do a futile thing if we do not know 
where we came from or what we have been

about.” Woodrow Wilson.



Thankful for Our Republic 
(Ed i tor: By Fam ily Re search Council’s Dan Hart;

No vem ber, 2016; BUT how ap pro pri ate for Pres i den tial
month of Feb ru ary and prev a lent each day in our great
USA)

Mil lions of Amer i cans will gather to gether to cel e -
brate Thanksgiving this week in a con sti tu tional re pub lic
such as ours, it seems es pe cially ap pro pri ate that a fed -
eral hol i day is set aside each year for the sole pur pose of
giv ing  thanks.  Even if the Pil grims had never gath ered
with Chief Massasoit’s tribe to feast and give thanks all
those years ago in Plym outh, it would seem wrong not to
of fi cially rec og nize the ex traor di nary bless ings that his
great coun try has en joyed over the course of its young
his tory.  Af ter all, it is our great priv i lege to be part of a
coun try founded on these im mor tal words: “We hold
these truths to be self-ev i dent, that all men are cre ated
equal, that they are en dowed by their Cre ator with cer -
tain un alien able Rights, that among these are Life, Lib -
erty and the pur suit of Hap pi ness.”

What’s more, Amer i cans should be eter nally thank -
ful for the wis dom pos sessed by our Found ing Fa thers,
who, rooted in their Chris tian be lief that there is no king
but Je sus, in sti tuted a form of gov ern ment that re quires
the po lit i cal lead ers to be elected by the peo ple.  This
means that no sin gle pres i dent ad min is tra tion or Mem ber 
of Con gress can gov ern with out the ap proval (or
disapproval) of the people.

The elec tion … ago was an other stir ring re minder
that the Amer i can peo ple are any thing but pre dict able. 
With vir tu ally ev ery main stream me dia out let and al most
ev ery poll pre dict ing a lib eral vic tory, vot ers chose a dif -
fer ent path.  In what felt like an over night seis mic shift,
the peo ple placed a new party in the White house and
gave one party uni fied con trol  As we have made clear
over the last.., this elec tion is a God-given op por tu nity to
right some of the wrongs done to life, nat u ral mar riage,
and re li gious lib erty over the last eight years.  This re -
prieve that the Lord has given is all the more rea son to be
particularly thankful this year.

With this great dem o cratic power that the Amer i can
peo ple have co mes great re spon si bil ity, and it won’t
work with out a moral foun da tion.  As a Found ing Fa ther
and our sec ond Pres i dent John Ad ams said, “Our Con sti -
tu tion was made only for a moral and re li gious peo ple. 
It is wholly in ad e quate to the gov ern ment of any
other”… We are keenly aware that this won der ful dem o -
cratic ex per i ment we call Amer ica would crum ble over -
night if it were not held in place by the Sov er eignty of
God Al mighty.

… (Ed. That is also why we here with the Morn ing
Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion want to
fur ther the TRUTH of JESUS in and through the USA
and in for eign coun tries).

In  a cer tain sense, the pri mary rea son to be thank ful
for our Re pub lic is that it al lows us to live in a mon ar chy.  
In other words, we are called as Chris tians to live com -
pletely in the ser vice of Christ the King.  We need to let
Him be the King of ev ery as pect of our lives, which in
turn means that He must be King over ev ery as pect of our 
so ci ety.  This is the beauty of Amer ica – the free doms we
en joy in this Coun try al low us to at tempt the won der ful
mis sion in the first place.

There fore, Amer ica has much to be thank ful for… 
(Ed i tor: On be half of the Lord’s min is try in and through
the Morn ing Glory and HLIF, we ex tend our thanks to
you and your fam ily for help ing us bring about a cul ture
in which hu man life is val ued, we have the ‘free dom’ to
spread God’s Law and Gos pel, fam i lies flour ish and we
have re li gious liberty!)  

Tony Perkin’s Washington Update is written with the
aid of FRC senior writers.

God’s Moral Stan dards do not Change

What He de creed in the Ten Com mand ments thou -
sands of years ago is still in force, and will be to the end
of time.

God has given us these stan dards for an other rea son:
He loves us, and He wants what is best for us.  What hap -
pens when an in di vid ual or so ci ety ig nores these ba sic
moral laws?  What hap pens when ly ing and steal ing and
im mo ral ity and mur der be come the norm?  The re sult can 
be sum ma rized in one word: chaos.  Thank God that He
cares about us so much that He has told us how to live.

“I tell you the truth, un til heaven and earth dis ap -
pear; not the small est let ter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means dis ap pear from the Law.”

Ed i tor’s Note: And also, it is in ter est ing to note that
folk state that “tith ing” is un der the LAW, but how can
that be when Abra ham ‘tithed’, and he was ap prox i -
mately 400 years be fore God gave the Ten Com mand -
ments to and through Moses?
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Afraid

“We can see these symptoms of
materialism throughout our Society, but
the most visible One is Loss of Courage. 

People stand By and Watch a Fellow
Citizen being beaten or Stabbed and they 

do not interfere.  They are afraid.  Our
Political Leaders watch Communism (Ed.
Socialism) gobble up other Nations and

they do nothing.  They are afraid.  People 
complain in private about the state of

affairs but will not speak out in public. 
They are afraid…”

Gen eral Lewis W. Walt 

UpDate
“For you know the grace of our Lord Je sus

Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He be came poor, that you through His pov erty
mighty be come rich.”  “Thanks be to God for His
in de scrib able gift!”  II Co rin thi ans 8:9, 9:15. 

As I am priv i leged and re spon si ble to be the Ed i -
tor of the Morn ing Glory, I am writ ing this Up Date
ac tu ally a while be fore De cem ber 25, 2016; but in
re al ity, in sig nif i cance it is GOD’S INCARNA -
TION: the Christ mas Gift (JESUS) is ev ery day of
the year, for a be liever!  JESUS was born to die FOR 
you and me, while we are born to live!  What an in de -
scrib able GIFT!  Have you ac cepted this “Gift” per -
son ally and are you walk ing in fel low ship with HIM
to day?

Not only are we try ing to reach pre cious lost
souls for Christ in the USA/Can ada and be yond; but
to nur ture/ad mon ish fel low-be liev ers in JESUS’
King dom Work here on earth.

For a num ber of you, you can not find a bib li cal
Lu theran Con gre ga tion to fel low ship with and la bor
in.  This magazine may be the clos est to “Chris tian
Fel low ship” you have, who are of the same bib li cal
Lu theran doc trine.  BUT with your spe cific prayer
sup port and fi nan cial giv ing, you can be en cour ag -
ing oth ers, in clud ing those who are more for tu nate to 
be in bib li cal Lu theran Con gre ga tions.  IN other
words, there is a chal lenge for all of us to reach-out
unto others!   

A few months ago, it was nec es sary to in sert an
S. O. S. in the Morn ing Glory.  The re sponse was
won der ful (PTL); but the monthly ex penses con -
tinue on and prayer fully we hope we don’t need to
send out an other S.O.S., be cause of your obe di ence
to JESUS and your cheer ful giv ing!  Please keep in
mind and heart that this min is try func tions by faith. 

P. S. Let us see IF we can even en large this min -
is try by prayer fully sub mit ting names and ad dresses
of oth ers to the Morn ing Glory to the glory of GOD,
as it is a por tion of His King dom’s Work here on
Earth!  Lay Up Trea sures in Heaven!

De cem ber’s In come for the Morn ing Glory was
approx. $4,116.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,100.  In ad di tion to the
above costs there are ad min is tra tive costs, so it takes
about $3,600 per month to keep the Morn ing Glory
and the Hauge Lu theran Innermision Fed er a tion
alive.


